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Those of us who drink to the name of Frank Marino were very alarmed by
his recent, prolonged disappearance. With our fingers crossed for a
healthy return of the beloved Frank Marino, not only to the music scene
but first and foremost to his overall well-being, fortunately, our prayers
were answered!

So, to every devoted spouse of the six-string goddess, this fourth in a row
conversation with the Canadian guitar hero focuses on his new "babies": the three
handmade guitar pedals that are already being explored among other renowned



players, including Zakk Wylde (a big fan of this master!). We also discuss other
highly guitar-related topics. In other words, this is a section of the interview that is
exclusively aimed at guitarists!

Finally, there was a very discreet discussion about the health issues he faced.

With the hope that we will finally admire him on the stages of Gagarin, Fuzz, An,
Kyttaro, here are our first words...

Interview: Christos Kisatzekian

You should know that we have been very worried, all of us who have been following you

constantly... | hope you have overcome the serious health problems you faced...

"Thank you very much. Basically, | did a lot of damage to my left hand. | have been undergoing physical
therapy for a while now to try to bring it back as close to its natural state as possible... Otherwise, as

you can understand, | would have made the necessary accompanying demonstration videos for my



pedals myself if this had not happened to my hand. That's why | turned to my longtime collaborator,
guitarist Mick (note: referring to rhythm guitarist Mick Layne who also accompanies him on the most
recent DVD Concert Box Set "Live at the Agora Theater"), to play in the video. Hoping that this was

enough..."

Given the circumstances, of course it is! Would you like to tell us a few words about what
exactly happened, if you want and if it doesn't bother you?

"During the construction of the pedals, | used all sorts of tools, as you can imagine. And at some
unfortunate moment, | pressed, or in any case, | severely injured the nerve of the index finger of my
left hand... The muscle and the nerve. So | have been undergoing intense physical therapy for a while
now, hoping to restore it to normal function. And if this doesn't work as we hope, | will have to

undergo surgery..."
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I understand... You have the best wishes of EVERYONE who admires you here in Greece!

"I know, | have realized it, and | thank you very much for that..."

WE thank you for everything you have generously offered us! And as you know, as soon as you
get well, we will overturn this unfortunate but necessary cancellation of your 2021 tour...

"Perhaps it will happen if things improve. Because | also have another serious health problem that has

been bothering me for three years now. If everything goes well, | want to try to hit the road again..."

Amen! A few words now about the founding of "Frank Marino Audio," which you established
during your break from your last tour. | see you had Ryan Szawlowski as your right-hand man,
the son of your long-time collaborator Billy Szawlowski on the console. So, Ryan specializes in
handmade guitar pedals.

"How life sometimes turns out, huh? Yes. But basically, all the design was mine, and it had been many
years before. Essentially, these are the pedals I've been using personally for decades. They were all in a
big box initially, until now. Of course, | didn't start out that way. | had to learn how to make pedals on
my own first. And that took me some years, as you can understand. So initially, | was just
experimenting like everyone else with whatever pedals were available. But you should know that back
then, as a younger person, there were very few pedals! Limited options. So, | would take one or two
and 'modify' them to gradually learn about the electrical aspects. Over time, | had three main pedals:
one for 'clean' sound, one for medium, and one for 'heavy.' That's when | decided to include them all in
a larger box with different switches for each of them. But nowadays, | didn't want to sell them like that.

In a big pedal..."
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Really, do you still have the original one?;

"Of course, | have it, | never part with it, it's always in my equipment! Initially, it had six long legs. But
later, | made it smaller to make it more practical. So | took these designs and when | decided to share
them with my colleagues, | started to build them, to 'translate' them as they are, independently, each in
its own separate box. Handmade assembly, handmade signature, all handmade. And let's see if people
are interested in buying them. We did quite a few tests when we were making them. Time-consuming.
Essentially, we had my guitar play the same riffs for each of my new creations, and we compared it to
my single-pedalboard, back and forth, constantly, until there was no difference in sound and tone. And

in the end, we succeeded perfectly; you can't tell the difference between them at all!"




Well done! Listening to the audio samples that accompany them, it seems unlikely that those
who loved your unique sound wouldn't be interested! And | wonder: have you found out if any
famous colleagues of yours have already bought and used them?

"| sent all three to Zakk (note: one of them is Zakk Wylde). But | don't know if he has already used them
either live or in recording. And | already have quite a few others who have expressed their interest, but
| won't mention them until they receive them. It will take some time for sales to start picking up, as

usual. Right now, I'm in the phase of promoting them so that people first learn that they exist."

And this is exactly where | hope our fourth interview in twenty-five years will help! I've included

the necessary link in the text so that our readers can see and hear them:
https://www.frankmarinoaudio.com/ (https://www.frankmarinoaudio.com/)

(https://www.frankmarinoaudio.com/)

So, | assume that the naming of each of the pedals with the corresponding title of your songs
was intentional, to reference the distorted guitar sound of each song?

"Of course, just as you say. From the beginning, | wanted to name them according to these songs of

mine. Now, if | happen to create other pedals, | might run out of names (laughs). But seriously, | don't
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know if | will ever make any others. These are the ones that interest me now. And let me inform you
that even these, | produce in a very limited quantity. And also, | won't be making them forever. For a
little while, yes. And let's hope that some people who are interested will acquire them. Of course, they

know that they will sound like me with these! Just like my guitar sounds."

I'll note that as well, don't worry!

So, the Maxoom pedal offers a significant boost to clean tones without distortion, effectively
pushing any amplifier to produce its own distortion! Brilliant idea. And | don't recall any other
company attempting this, but I'm not a guitarist...

"Yes, there are times when you want to be able to extract your favorite amplifier's own personal
distortion without affecting it with some other tone from your pedal. So, the Maxoom essentially
provides up to 20 dB of linear boost to the clean channel, a level sufficient to drive any compatible

amplifier to a beautiful, bluesy distortion."

..Which | personally love... So, with this pedal you've given us, Frank, even Spinal Tap won't
need to go up to eleven anymore (laughs)!

"(laughs along) Exactly! With this pedal, you can go higher than eleven!"
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That's right. Let's move on to the other two: Dragonfly & Juggernaut.

"Each one of them offers its own distortion, which can be adjusted using the knobs to various degrees.
Dragonfly is capable of providing what we call a medium to hard distortion sound, with tone controls.
As for the Juggernaut, it's the hardest of them all. It has a hard distortion sound, but even that one has
a softer sound option. To be honest, | personally prefer the softer option most of the time when I'm
playing, even though it has the other options."

Perfect, thank you. Something | haven't asked you in all our conversations is what kind of
strings you used and still use, back then and today...

"Would you believe that I've always used the exact same strings?"



Really?

"Yes, | actually use very thin strings. It's always a combination. | never buy from just one company. |
simply buy them by size. | mainly play with octave strings. However, some of the lower strings are even
thinner. To give you an idea, my high E string is an 18-gauge, while it's usually a 20-gauge. Very thin. As
for the brand, for the lower strings, these days | use Elixir strings because they have a much longer

lifespan. For the smaller strings like octaves, nines, and tens, | use Fender Bullets."

Very interesting. So, were these choices always yours?

"Always. And how did it all start? The main reason initially was that when | first picked up my first guitar
and couldn't play well yet, as a beginner, | broke the thick high E string. Since | didn't have money to
replace it, what did | come up with? | took the other five strings and moved them all up one position, so

| could play on a five-string guitar without the thick high E!"



Oh my God, what are you saying? What does an empty pocket do to you, huh? (laughs)
"Exactly like that. What | didn't tell you is that a friend of mine had a banjo. He gave me one of his A
strings, which was very thin, even though it didn't have a ball end on it. | took one from my own set and

thus completed my six strings on my guitar... And what happened then? | got used to it horribly!"

That's an incredible story!...



"So, when they started to release strings with measurable diameters (gauge), | asked a friend of mine
to measure mine so that | would know what to buy to suit the way | had gotten used to. And something

else you might not know is this. For the same reasons, | tuned down one and a half steps..."

We're not okay, | didn't know that.

"Yes, and | did this not only to learn/play more easily but also for my actual voice. So, another thing
that most people don't know is that | was lowering the pitch long before it became a trend worldwide. |
just didn't do it like they do now to get an even heavier sound. | did it because | was afraid to sing high

notes..."
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Three and a half steps down is quite a lot... Thank you for the valuable information! And now
that we're talking about strings and tunings, as a true descendant of Jimi Hendrix, do you
happen to know what he did? What strings did he use?

"I've heard many different stories... Initially, | heard that he used octave strings. Then | heard about
ten-gauge strings. Then again, | heard it was octave strings. So | can't say for sure. But it wouldn't
surprise me if he actually used octave strings because, let's face it, back then it was very fashionable to

go to the store and buy thin strings."
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Oh, really? That's interesting... It's usually the other way around these days. Alright. And since
we've delved into the depths of equipment, what pickups did you use back then and what do
you use today?

"l always used the pickups that came with each of my guitars. For example, my first Gibson SG had the

two famous AF pickups, and I've been using them forever. However, in the '80s, | tried putting two



Fender Stratocaster pickups on my SGs! But | noticed they made a lot of noise due to the single coil, so
| turned to DiMarzio, the ones they used to call stacks, which were basically identical copies of
Stratocaster pickups but without the annoying noise. | found my peace. In the '80s, '90s, and up until

today as we speak, I've been using them."
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That's great. I'm also curious about how your constant dedication to the Gibson SG came about.
Not to mention, you, along with two other iconic colleagues, Tony lommi and Angus Young,
made this horned Goddess famous! | know their stories firsthand, as | had the honor and
pleasure of speaking with Tony twice and with Angus's late brother, Malcolm, once. I'd like to
hear your story.

"My story is quite straightforward. As you know, | learned to play the guitar while | was confined to the
hospital. But even from the moment | was discharged, my mother understood that my involvement
with the guitar was helping me immensely psychologically... However, while | was inside, | used a guitar
that belonged to the institution. There was no instrument at home. So, she decided to buy me one.
There was a neighbor of ours who had a 1961 Gibson SG and was selling it for seventy-five dollars. She
bought it for me, and I've had it and been using it ever since. Because it's a gift from my mother, but

also because it was my first guitar. It's as simple as that."

Well, it can't get any simpler, indeed! And what is your opinion about the two giants mentioned
above?



"Both of them are exceptional players! Once you hear them, you understand it immediately; it's quite
evident! They are excellent and unique. Nevertheless, | fell in love with this guitar because of someone

else before | personally met those two: John Cipollina of the Quicksilver Messenger Service."

JOHN CIR(

What a great guitarist and what an amazing band, my God! Our own Nick Gravenites played
with them, as you know, of course...

"Of course."

Tony lommi & Zakk Wylde shots by Chris Kissadjekian
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